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TWINKLE’S DONOR/OWNER COMES 

BY TO SEE HER BELOVED PONY! 
                                          By Leigh Sitter 

 
Twinkle in her show days! 

It’s been a couple of years since Twinkle left Great Falls, 

VA and I moved to North Carolina, so I was super 

excited at the idea of visiting her at TRRC! Twinkle was 

bread by Carousel Pony Farms and was born at 

Stonebridge Farm in 1992; her given name was 

Carousel’s Twinkle Toes. She joined my family when 

she was six years old, and we changed her name to 

Starlight Run. We had great fun showing in the VPBA’s 

and the Children’s Pony Hunters. All too soon I was an 

adult and couldn’t show ponies, and Twinkle was ridden 

and showed by many riders at Stonebridge Farm. When 

it was time for a career that didn’t involve lots of 

jumping, we thought of TRRC.  Our friend Susan 

Porter concurred. I was so happy to see Twinkle still so 

beautiful, healthy, happy and looking so well! I didn’t 

get to see her in action but I just loved the video of 

Twinkle and Ava practicing barrels. I also gave special 

kisses to our other guy Tiger Too!  

 

 
Twinkle with her mother.  She turned white later in 

her life but was born a chestnut color. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all the families, who bring snacks 

and beverages for the snack table throughout 

the year: Colette and Regina Jackson, 

Monet and Kathy Lewis and family, the 

Trager family, the Weed family, St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church Coffee Hour Teams, 

Poplar Springs/Mt. Airy to name a few. 
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A LEGEND ARRIVES AT TRRC! 
By Ashley Whitlock 

 
You might have seen a new face around the farm. We 

are excited to welcome Legend to the TRRC family of 

horses! Legend is a 13 yr old Thoroughbred who comes 

to us from TRRC mom Alison Carder. Her son, Sam, 

has ridden and worked at TRRC for many years. Legend 

began his career as a race horse, racing under the name 

‘Aaron’s Legend’, and retired from the track in 2012. He 

has been enjoying life as a privately owned horse since 

then. TRRC instructors found him to be a very sweet and 

steady guy, and are very excited to get him into training 

and lessons! Look out for this Legend around the barn!  

 

 
S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eat). TRRC is providing 

organic matter, tons of it, to a neighboring farm to be 

used for gardens to grow produce for the Maryland Food 

Bank and surrounding food pantries. We are pleased to 

be able to participate in some way to enhance the 

growing of organic foods for our neighbors, who need a 

helping hand. 

 

 

USA TODAY: DEAR PARENTS 

 
The message in this article from USA Today cannot be 

stated enough.  It is a wonderful testament to differently-

baled children and a plea from a mom who wants her 

child to have friends. Read the full article by putting this 

web site address in your browser. 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/allthemoms/2019/0

3/04/when-you-meet-child-special-needs-dont-leave-

stay-and-play/2876483002/   

 

ARE YOU LISTENING TO THE LAND? 
According to Wayne Honeycutt, President and CEO of 

the Soil Health Institute, which was created by the 

Noble Research Institute, “When you enhance the 

biology of the soil, you build up organic matter, which 

contains carbon, nitrogen, and phosphorus, and when 

organisms feed on carbon, then release the nitrogen and 

phosphorus, which 

plants can then take-up, 

which promotes better 

root growth.” “Farmers 

are moving the needle 

on water quality, soil 

quality, environmental 

issues, stewardship, and 

sustainability,” says 

Iowa farmer Mark Mueller. Water sensors in the fields 

prevent overwatering by indicating how much soil 

moisture is present and when to water  

 

 

 

 

“Let us be grateful to people, who make 
us happy. They are the charming 
gardeners who make our souls 

blossom.” (Marcel Proust). 

“This is the true joy in life: being used 
for a purpose recognized by yourself, as 
a mighty one.” (George Bernard Shaw) 

 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/allthemoms/2019/03/04/when-you-meet-child-special-needs-dont-leave-stay-and-play/2876483002/
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TRRC HAS TRAINING SESSION FOR 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS COACHES 
                          By Ashley Whitlock 

 
TRRC was proud to welcome Special Olympics 

Equestrian educator Mary Shunk for a special training 

session for our Special Olympics coaches! Mary Shunk 

is the co-director of Equestrian Sports for Special 

Olympics Maryland, and founder of her own 

therapeutic riding stable, The Retreat, in Hampstead, 

MD. Mary reviewed the rules and guidelines for 

Equestrian sports with instructors Ashley Whitlock, 

Britchard Foley, Laura Lorenz, Lisa Sowers, and 

volunteer coordinator & instructor-in-training Lynn 

Moorhead. Mary then had instructors mount up on our 

special equine volunteers, Vino, Grant and Mac for a 

mock trail and equitation class to review how classes are 

judged, and how to coach riders and volunteers for 

success at the Special Olympics horse show. We want to 

thank Mary for coming down to TRRC for this 

important staff training! She also wanted to let the 

TRRC community know that she is always impressed 

with our riders’ skill and turn out at Special Olympics! 

Well done to all our Special Olympic athletes and 

families for your hard work over the years. We look 

forward to another successful Special Olympics season! 

TRRC EARNS SILVER STAR OF 

TRANSPARENCY! 

 

Silver Seal of Transparency 
SO YOU CAN GROW TRUST 

 Audited financial report OR basic 

financial information 

 Bronze level requirements 

A GuideStar Seal of Transparency indicates that a  

nonprofit has provided key information in its 

Nonprofit Profile. By providing up-to-date information, 

nonprofits allow potential donors and funders to make 

educated decisions about the work they do to make the 

world a better place.  This is one more recognition of the 

positive services TRRC provides and it concerns all 

grants/funds that TRRC applies for in the future. 

 

TOW, TOW, TOW YOUR PLANE! 
The wetness of 2018 had many farmers lending one 

another a hand to pull equipment out of swamped fields.  

That helpfulness was again on display when Dorchester 

County farmer Bill Malkus helped tow a Navy training 

plane out of his field along Egypt Road near Cambridge, 

MD on Feb. 5.  The plane, a red and white De Havilland 

Otter had made an emergency landing in the field the day 

before due to engine problems after taking off from 

Naval Air Station Patuxent River on a pilot training 

exercise.  The pilots were not injured.  “They actually 

went down in the wettest part of the field,” Malkus said. 

With a quick laugh “I guess they didn’t have a choice.”  

While waiting in this field with the plane, Bill’s wife 

Terry fixed dinner for the pilots and police on the scene.  

Once out of the field, bottom, the plane was dismantled 

enough to be hauled to the Cambridge airport where it 

could be reassembled, fixed and flown back to its base.  

“It broke the boredom, that’s for sure,” Bill said of the 

experience. 

 


