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FROM TRRC’S OFFICE MANAGER 

ROBIN HORTON 

Below is an excerpt from a note I received from Lori 

Miller, Jacob Miller's mom. I know most riders are 

grateful for whatever financial assistance they receive, 

but I also fear that some things are taken for granted.  To 

me this is an honest admission of the financial burden 

often associated with our families, and at the same time 

shows sincere appreciation for the gift this family has 

been given.  “Thank you for the detailed statements! It 

was so nice to see the Special Olympics riding lessons 

recorded and factored in for payment. This is Jacob‘s 

first time riding with Special Olympics, and it wasn’t 

clear to me how it all worked out.  It is an incredible 

gift to be able to have those particular lessons covered.  

Sometimes our kids with special needs have so many 

other expenses that it’s hard to do the fun things they 

want to do (and that parents really want to do for 

them).  Both of my kids happen to love horse riding, so 

they didn’t pick a cheap sport :-)  I just wanted to check 

in and say hello and thank you!” 

  

EIGHT-STALL BARN TO LEASE 

 
To Established business. 8 14x14 matted stalls 

w/additional six (6) avail, large pastures w/heated auto 

waterers, caretaker on-site, security cameras 24/7, heated 

indoor arena w/sprinkler system & gigantic wall mirrors, 

lighted, shadow-free outdoor, new state-of-the-art 

Lightfoot footing, plenty of trailer parking, trails, 

centrally-located Glenwood (western Howard Co.), 

references  required, non-smoker, shown by appointment 

only.  $3,100 plus utilities. Dr. Helen 

Tuel, TRRC.trrcmd.org Email 

inquiries: trrc01@aol.com 

 

 

TRRC Receives Gold Seal of 
Transparency From 

GuideStar! 
The Therapeutic and Recreational Riding Center, Inc. 

has received the Gold Seal of Transparency from 

GuideStar. This is an organization that follows 

nonprofits, and provides them with a seal of 

transparency if they can show that the organization has 

met their criteria. This is very significant for TRRC, Inc. 

as this brings our profile to the attention of potential 

donors. It gives potential donors a better feeling that we 

aren't just a "backyard" operation, and therefore might 

not be eligible for a donation. Since the beginning of this 

year, we have gone from just being listed in GuideStar, 

to gaining our Bronze, Silver, and now Gold Seals of 

Transparency. According to GuideStar, nonprofit 

profiles, such as ours, with Gold or Platinum Seals of 

Transparency, have received up to twice the views as 

other profiles.  

mailto:trrc01@aol.com
http://trrc.trrcmd.org/
mailto:trrc01@aol.com
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/52-1368120
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/52-1368120
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TRRC STAFF AND CORE 

VOLUNTEERS PARTICIPATE IN 

STEWARDS OF CHILDREN 

TRAINING 

In early April, TRRC staff and core volunteers joined by 

John and Dr. Helen Tuel participated in the Stewards 

of Children training provided by HopeWorks of 

Howard County. The training, was led by Vanita 

Leatherwood, Director of Community Engagement for 

HopeWorks, identified affirmative steps we can take to 

prevent the sexual abuse of those entrusted to our care. 

Two key training takeaways were: 

 Eliminate or at least reduce 

opportunities for one-one encounters in 

isolated areas. 

 Develop and disseminate a Code of 

Conduct to be adhered to by all staff, 

volunteers, visitors, and riders and their 

families, while they are at TRRC. 

A draft Code of Conduct will be provided to staff and 

core volunteers in the near future for review and 

comment. In the meantime, it is imperative that any of us 

who witness concerning behavior report it immediately 

to Dr. Tuel or another staff member. 

 

John and Helen Tuel attended the 

inaugural STEPHANIE 

ALBRIGHT SMILES 

MEMORIAL 

TOURNAMEMT 

CHARITY TENNIS, 

SOCIAL, AND SILENT 

AUCTION March 30
th
,  

at Circle D Tennis Club 

to benefit TRRC and 

Marriotts Ridge Tennis. 

It was a huge success, and this Center is so appreciative 

of this financial boost, designated for the HOWARD 

COUNTY SPECIAL OLYMPICS EQUESTRIAN 

SHOW at TRRC with the Albright Foundation being 

the first sponsor! 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRRC HORSES: SUCH AN 

IMPORTANT JOB! 

“My name is Mary 

Brandenburg and I am a 

new member of the TRRC 

family.  In March 2018, 

after 33 years I set down 

my acupuncture practice. I 

was complete, but I wasn’t 

done. I am licensed in 

Maryland to treat both 

humans and animals. I 

realized, given my skills 

and background, I still had more to give. Acupuncture 

can be used to address many conditions: body 

discomfort of all sorts: a stiff neck, a sore back, a 

weakened hind end, as well as joint pain, skin conditions 

and allergies. Surprising to many, acupuncture can also 

address emotional issues: 

grief upon losing a friend, 

anxiety, and fearfulness. 

Typically in a session, 

shortly after the slender 

needles are gently  placed 

in the appropriate 

acupuncture points, 

several ‘working signs’ 

occur in the horse: the 

head lowers, the breath 

slows and deepens, ears 

get relaxed and go 

sideways, the eyes get a 

soft, faraway look. 

Everything is very 

peaceful. After a time the horse lets me know that the 

treatment is complete. The head comes up, the eyes 

regain their focus as if to say “I’m back!” It feels like 

both a privilege and an opportunity to support the horses 

at TRRC, to give them a vibrant quality of life as they 

serve their riders. As with all of nature, including horse 

and human, aging begins to create changes; it is my 

intention to support the gentle, willing souls of TRRC to 

age well so that they are able to contribute to our great 

journey together. (Having been a ‘horse crazy girl’ since 

the age of 9 when I tagged along with my big sister’s 

Girl Scout Troop and their riding lessons (my mom was 

the troop leader), these noble companions have held a 

central place in my heart.” 

  

 

 

 

“Make no little plans.  They have no 

magic to stir men’s blood and 

probably themselves will not be 

realized. Make big plans, aim high in 

hope and works.” 

 

Daniel Burnham, planner of the World’s 

Columbian Exposition, Chicago, 1893  

A BIG THANK YOU TO SUSAN 

GALLAGHER FOR DONATING 

COOKIES FOR THE SNACK 

TABLE 



HOOFPRINTS   3 

  
As spring finally sprung, TRRC Ambassadors David 

Furman and Jeff Allison headed to Thurmont, 

Maryland for the Mid-Atlantic Farm Credit 2019 

Annual Stockholder Meeting. They waved the TRRC 

flag enthusiastically while joining 300 other farm folks 

in learning about the challenges facing the American 

farmer today. Fittingly, chicken and beef were on the 

menu, but as TRRC Director Helen Tuel is fond of 

saying, “The face of farming has changed to include 

breweries, wineries, herb farms, aquaculture and more. 

Gone are the days of just beef, chicken, pork and lamb.” 

It was gratifying to see high school students receiving 

college scholarships to pursue an agricultural field of 

study. One of the more exciting points in the program 

was when they called for nominations from the floor. 

Mid-Atlantic Farm Credit has been a partner with 

TRRC through the years helping us fulfill our mission of 

“growing healthy children.” For that we are grateful. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AMBASSADORS ON THE MOVE 

AGAIN! 

John and Helen Tuel attended the Howard County 

Farm Bureau Legislative 

Dinner at the Lisbon Fire 

Banquet Room, April 11, 

2019, to have a lively town 

hall chat with local, county, and 

State officials, who advocate for the 

farmers in this area and State. Of course, the Fire House 

Guild served the best friend chicken in the area. 

 

 
As Ambassadors-at-Large, Christine Towne and Ann 

Perkins Towne recently spoke at a women's conference 

hosted by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints. Local non-profits were invited to address 

volunteer opportunities at their organizations. Christine 

and Ann set up a display with hand outs and spoke about 

TRRC's history, mission and  also addressed how others 

can help TRRC. On their volunteer 

website, JustServe.org, they list local service 

opportunities, including TRRC.   

  

  

  

 
 

  
 

“Be yourself. Everyone 

else is already taken.”  

Oscar Wilde 

“The greatness of a nation and its 
moral progress can be judged by the way its 

animals are treated.” 
 (Mahatma Gandhi) 

http://justserve.org/?fbclid=IwAR0NqIetZoSK_8-z-3doLjP0bLMk38BNyLvcxA3HhRfNLHZ5skAcRWpryFs

